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Say Prison Inmate Died At Medical Facility, Officials Say By LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press Published: January 10, 2014 Correction Appended ALBANY, N.Y. - A
prisoner died in the hospital last summer of injuries sustained at a prison hospital
after he was accidentally hit in the head with a broken toothbrush by another
inmate, who was standing at the dentist's chair, correction officials said.
Department of Corrections and Community Supervision spokesman Stephen Morello
said the July 17 incident involved a Corrections Health Services dentist and inmate
Steven A. Dorceus. The dentist and a co-worker were inside a medical examination
room with the inmate waiting for an appointment with the dentist. A dental

assistant was about to give the inmate a prophylactic dental exam. According to
Morello, the inmate was sitting in the dentist's chair and was hit in the head with a
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broken toothbrush, which was in a sharps container in the dental chair. The
instrument hit the inmate's forehead above his right eye and penetrated into the
skull. The inmate was taken by ambulance to the Albany Medical Center, where he
died. Morello said the dentist was not sanctioned for his role in the incident and that
it was "purely accidental." He said the agency is initiating its own investigation to
learn what can be done to prevent such incidents in the future. He said the incident
is under review to determine whether it should be reported to the Department of
Health. "This is how your weapon strikes you. This is what happens," Morello said.
"So this is not the first time this has happened, nor the last. This is something we
are all going to face and we are all going to face it with humility....We didn't do this
today, | didn't do it today and someone has to face it next time."
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