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have been. The last time I saw Hrbek play, it was more than four years ago. He was at Selkirk in
August of 2002, and I was working as a general assignment reporter for The Leader-Post in Brandon.
It was before the story broke and I wasn't sure it was happening at all. When I asked into the back of
the gym for Hrbek's locker -- he was a centre, so his locker was on the far end of the players' bench
-- he took me back to another time and another place. Earlier that summer, his NHL contract was up
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and the Sabres made him a qualifying offer to retain his rights. "A qualifying offer," Hrbek explained,
"is you pay them
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} } Hospitals in Missouri are being forced to switch to ethanol-free fuel as this year's severe heat
and drought whips up temperatures across the Mid-West. It's a "tough situation" for many Mid-
Missouri hospitals, which must switch to either unleaded fuel or ethanol-free fuel as supplies
dwindle. But at least five hospitals in the state have been able to switch to ethanol-free fuel,

according to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Those hospitals are: SSM Health St. Luke's and Missouri
Baptist Medical Center in Kansas City, and Mercy-St. Mary Medical Center in Springfield, Hall County

Memorial Hospital in Lees Summit, and Mercy-St. John's Hospital in Jefferson City. Some hospitals
are forced to switch to ethanol-free fuel because there are no alternative fuels available in the area.

Jerry Stoops, senior vice president for finance at Mercy-St. John's Hospital, told the Post-Dispatch,
“The issue is that there is a drought in Missouri and ethanol is a renewable fuel. There is no
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